
Solemnity of Our Lady of the Rosary (10/3/2021) 

 The Rosary is a beloved prayer.  Given by Mary herself to St. Dominic - the panel over 

the high altar depicts this scene - it is a gift to humanity as a simple means of deepening our 

relationship to the Lord and contemplating the mysteries of redemption.  There is a connection 

between setting aside tome and giving oneself to this prayer and a greater degree of peace.  

Today’s Gospel relates the first mystery of the rosary - the Annunciation, and it is fitting that we 

celebrate this Solemnity here in this parish of the Annunciation, in a church dedicated to Our 

Lady of the Holy Rosary.   Today let’s look at this gift from God, given through the hands of the 

Virgin Mary to humanity, and really look at what it can be for us. 

  The mysteries of the Rosary walk us along the path from the first moments of the 

incarnation - an event so important and so foundational that we will genuflect when referencing 

it at this Mass.  This mystery guides us to contemplate the unique penetration of the Second 

Person of the Trinity into the life of humanity.  From this humble beginning in Mary’s womb, 

through the recognition of who this child is and will become, through the passion and death that 

won salvation for us, to the resurrection and entrance into heaven of Our Lord and then of His 

mother - a model for us of what we can become.  The mysteries begin with Jesus’ appearance in 

Mary’s womb, and end with Mary’s appearance in heaven.  The concluding of the drama that 

was begun at the incarnation is only completed when humanity can share in the final gift of 

salvation - living body and soul with God in heaven.  In this the rosary allows us to contemplate 

these events and to pray for them coming to fulfillment in our lives. 

 Another important, but sometimes overlooked, benefit of the Rosary is the benefit to 

human meditation, health, and prayer that comes from the repetition of the simple prayers.  

Through the repetition of prayer as we contemplate a mystery we can be brought to a depth of 

prayer that is not found elsewhere.  Although we all can become distracted in prayer, the 

combination of a meditative exercise (contemplating the mystery) accompanied by verbal 

praying of the prayers (which occupies both the voice and hearing), and the physical experience 

of fingering the beads - we are brought body and mind into an experience of prayer.  If we train 

ourselves to use this experience well, then we can find it an important aid to deeper prayer and 

communion with God. 



 Let’s not forget that at each prayer in the rosary we are imploring assistance.  In each of 

the Our Fathers we praise God, we pray for the coming of the kingdom, we plead for our daily 

bread, we beg God’s forgiveness.  In each Hail Mary we recount the holiness of one who allowed 

the Lord to dwell within her, we we recall how blessed is one who opens themselves to God and 

submits their will to Him, we implore her to pray for us - she who now sits close to God and is 

queen of heaven.  In each Hail Mary and in the Hail Holy Queen we recall our death and are led 

to connect the reality of that coming death with the great mystery of salvation which we are 

contemplating in the Rosary. 

 The daily recitation of the Rosary allows one to keep their eyes fixed on the reality of our 

human condition, and on the future glory which we hope to attain.  It allows us to keep watch 

like the proverb we heard today says: Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that watcheth 

daily at my gates; and waiteth and the posts of my doors.  He that shall find me, shall find life, 

and shall have salvation from the Lord.  By daily reciting the rosary, we are drawn to watch at 

that gate, we are trained to calmly stand at the post of those doors, we are more alert to be 

present when the king shall come and open those doors for those who are so attentively waiting.  

The great gift of the rosary is not so much to raise Mary beyond her already exalted station - it is, 

rather, a means she has given us to go to Jesus through her - this is her great mission: bringing 

Jesus into the world by her agreement with the will of God at the Annunciation, and bringing all 

her children to Jesus by her prayers and by her gift of the rosary. 

 Let us give thanks in this Mass for Our Good God who saves us from sin, and comes to 

us in the flesh that we shall receive today.  This same God has given us His mother as our mother 

to provide a mother’s guiding hand leading us to the place where she has gone.  If we can 

sincerely contemplate the mysteries of the rosary we will more easily walk along with Mary that 

path that Jesus walked, and be brought to that place where they both now reside.


